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1.2

List of Contacts
The following individuals may be contacted to address questions or concerns
regarding this report:

The Honorable Byron Pittman
Mayor, City of Chickasaw
224 North Craft Highway
Chickasaw, Alabama 36671
(251) 452-6450

Melissa O’Sullivan
Volkert, Inc.
3809 Moffett Road
Mobile, Alabama 36618
(251) 342-1070
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1.3

General Introduction

On November 16, 1990, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
promulgated regulations, under the Water Quality Act of 1987, setting forth
application requirements for National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System
(NPDES) storm water permits. The Alabama Department of Environmental
Management (ADEM) administers the storm water program for the State of
Alabama. The City of Chickasaw along with other smaller cities in Mobile
and Baldwin Counties were originally included in a Phase I permit with the
City of Mobile. In March 2012 the City of Chickasaw requested to be
removed from the MS4 program or at a minimum be revised to a Phase II
permittee. The request was based on the following factors: population, land
use, receiving stream water quality, and documented history of water quality
monitoring of the major outfall. On December 27, 2013, ADEM approved the
City of Chickasaw’s request to participate in the Phase II permit for smaller
systems in lieu of the Phase I permit, as required for municipalities with a
population of 100,000 or more. The City of Chickasaw is submitting this
report as part of an annual requirement for the NPDES Permit Number
ALR040045. Therefore, this report includes activities from the last Phase I
permitting period of October 2012 to the current Phase II permitting period of
March 31, 2014.
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1.4

Overview
On November 16, 1990, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) ruled
that municipalities and industry share the responsibility to improve the water
quality of the “Waters of the United States”. In accordance with this rule, the
EPA created regulations for NPDES Storm Water Permits for municipalities
and permits associated with industrial activity. These regulations are aimed at
reducing the amount of non-point source pollution that is currently the leading
cause of water pollution.
The Water Quality Act involves a two-phased municipal permitting program
that requires municipalities of certain populations to establish discharge
controls to the Maximum Extent Practicable (MEP), to effectively prohibit
non-storm water discharges to the municipal separate storm sewer systems,
and where necessary, to contain applicable water quality based controls.
Compliance with the maximum extent practicable requirement can be attained
by developing a storm water management plan that addresses the six
minimum control measures described in the storm water regulations and
detailed in fact sheets developed and provided by EPA.
The City utilizes current personnel to administer the storm water program
elements. Additional assistance is provided by local engineering firms and
Mobile County, as needed during crises or emergencies such as floods, spills,
or hazardous waste incidents.
Storm water is managed by several City departments and by community
activities which involve volunteer work. The City does not have the financial
resources to dedicate personnel solely to storm water quality, however these
responsibilities are shared by employees and considered part of the effort to
protect our streams and waterways from degradation.
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2.0

PROGRAM EVALUATION
2.1

Objective of the Program
On December 27, 2013, The City of Chickasaw was granted coverage under
the MS4 Phase II General Permit ALR040045, replacing the Phase I General
Permit ALS00002.
The intent of the (National Pollutant Discharge
Elimination System) NPDES permit is to reduce and eliminate pollutants in
storm water that are discharged from municipal separate storm sewer systems
(MS4s). Due to the transfer of coverage from the Phase I to the Phase II
permit, the reporting period for items contained in this report is October 2012
through March 2014.
The City of Chickasaw is dedicated to achieving the conditions of this permit,
which will ultimately improve water quality by reducing pollutants in
receiving waters. The City’s goals are to educate the municipal employees
and the general public on the storm water management program and focus on
a unified approach to the identification and correction of problem areas.
Additionally, the City has established the legal authority to manage and
enforce the requirements of the program.
The City of Chickasaw with a population of 6,023, according to the 2012 U.S.
Census, consists primarily of residential land use. See Map 2.1 for the City’s
Zoning designations.
The City of Chickasaw is almost entirely located within the Chickasaw Creek
watershed as shown on Map 2.2 on the following page.
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MAP 2.1: CITY OF CHICKASAW ZONING MAP

________________________________________________________________________
City of Chickasaw
6
MS4 Annual Report
March 2014

MAP 2.2: WATERSHEDS WITHIN OR
SURROUNDING THE CITY OF CHICKASAW
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2.2

Program Execution
The City has developed and implemented many programs to help minimize
storm water related pollutant loads. City Ordinance 1540, passed in 1998,
establishes procedures to control discharges from commercial and industrial
facilities and construction sites. A Drainage Master Plan was established in
1999 that identified problem areas and prioritized construction projects to
address these areas. The Director of Public Works responsibilities include
maintaining this prioritized list of projects. The projects are evaluated to
ensure the areas with the highest needs are properly identified and prioritized.
The City is progressively addressing these projects as funds become available.
The City’s Director of Public Works and Code Inspector are responsible for
the majority of the various program elements. Employees in all City
departments have received instruction on the program objectives and are
provided with opportunities to attend educational programs. A review of each
department’s role will be included in preparing the revised Storm Water
Management Plan (SWMP) as required for the Phase II MS4 permit.
The prediction of the long-range financial requirements needed to support the
storm water program is difficult. Funding for expanding the storm water
management program is currently unavailable. The City officials address the
financial needs and make budget allocations on a year-to-year basis that are
prioritized based on the needs of the entire City operations.
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2.3

Future Direction of the Program
By June 2014, The City of Chickasaw will develop a Storm Water
Management Plan (SWMP) designed to reduce the discharge of pollutants to
the maximum extent practicable (MEP). The SWMP will include Best
Management Practices (BMP’s) that address the six minimum control
measures as outlined in Section III.B of the Phase II NPDES Permit. The
BMP’s will consist of the City’s current ordinances and programs while
incorporating new, simple, and sustainable approaches to storm water
management. Each BMP will include measurable goals and the personnel
responsible for its overall management and implementation.
The six minimum control measures are:
1. Public Education and Outreach on Storm Water Impacts
2. Public Involvement/Participation
3. Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination (IDDE)
4. Construction Site Storm Water Runoff Control
5. Post-Construction Storm Water Management in New Development and
Redevelopment
6. Pollution Prevention/Good Housekeeping for Municipal Operations

________________________________________________________________________
City of Chickasaw
9
MS4 Annual Report
March 2014

3.0

SUMMARY TABLE
3.1

Storm Water Management Plan Element Status/Compliance

CITY OF CHICKASAW
Activity Schedule

Program
Element

Structural
Controls

Activities
Accomplished
During
Calendar Year

Requirement

Activities Required
by SWMP

Complied
With

Major Channels
Inspections

7 Channels,
once/month

Yes

7 Channels,
once/month

Major Channels
Maintenance

7 Channels, as
needed

Yes

7 Channels,
as needed

Storm Inlets
Inspected

Approx. 1400
inlets, once/3 mths

Yes

Detention Ponds
Maintained

3 Ponds,
once/year

Yes

Representative

N/A

Comments
Additionally,
Before/After Heavy
Rains
Additionally,
Before/After Heavy
Rains

Approx. 1400
inlets,
once/3 mths
3 Ponds,
once/year

Additionally,
Before/After Heavy
Rains

N/A

N/A

Not required.

N/A

N/A

N/A

Not required.

10 sites, once/year

Yes

10 sites,
once/year

Section 4.3b

SSO's

Record/report
occurrences

Yes

3 violations

Reported to ADEM,
and on MWPP.

Investigations

Investigate reports/
complaints

Yes

None
Reported

Construction

Site Inspections

Frequently during
construction

Yes

11 res., 2
comm.

No citation issued

Industrial

Inspections

As Needed

Yes

5 inspections

No citation issued

Monitoring

Wet Weather
Screening
Dry Weather
Screening

Illicits

Litter Campaign

Maintain Program

Yes

Public Information

Maintain Program

Yes

Education

Or, more often as
needed.

None reported

Keep Mobile
Beautiful and Chickasaw Community
Patrol
Coastal Clean
up
Maintained
City’s Website
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4.0

NARRATIVE REPORT
4.1

Public Education and Outreach on Storm Water Impacts
Permit Requirement: The Permittee must implement a public education and
outreach program to distribute educational materials to the community or
conduct equivalent outreach activities about the impacts of discharges on
water bodies and the steps that public can take to reduce pollutants in storm
water runoff to the maximum extent practicable.
The City of Chickasaw has made a concerted effort to develop and implement
Best Management Practices (BMP’s) focused on educating the citizens of
Chickasaw and city employees about activities that can reduce pollutants in
storm water run-off to the maximum extent practicable. The persons
primarily responsible for storm water public education and outreach are city
employees from multiple departments.
The following BMP’s regarding Public Education and Outreach were
implemented during the reporting period of October 2012 to March 2014:
A. Education & Outreach through Web and Print Media
The City of Chickasaw’s website includes a document entitled “The
Solution to Stormwater Pollution: A Homeowner’s Guide to Healthy
Habits for Clean Water.” The guide explains why it’s important for the
public to assist with keeping storm water free of pollutants and also
provides Best Management Practices (BMP’s) the homeowner can employ
in areas such as vehicle maintenance, lawn and garden upkeep, home
repair and improvement, pet care, swimming pool maintenance, and septic
system management. A copy of this document is included with this report
in Appendix C. The City also produces a newsletter every two months
announcing upcoming City events, including storm water related events.
The newsletter is mailed to the City’s residents, included in utility bills,
and is also available in City buildings.
B. Educational Opportunities for City Employees

The City Code Inspector attends the monthly meetings of the Code
Officials of Lower Alabama Association, annual meeting of the Code
Officials of Alabama, annual COLA mid-winter conference, and the
annual meeting of the Alabama Association of Plumbing, Gas, and
Mechanical Inspectors. Public Safety officers have been trained in
hazardous materials handling. The Utilities Supervisor attends various
seminars related to water and wastewater management at events such as
Alabama Water Environmental Association Conference. Twice a year,
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formal meetings are held with Public Works Department personnel and the
City’s Environmental Officer to discuss the City’s efforts to ensure a clean
flow of water into their storm water system.
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4.2

Public Involvement/Participation
Permit Requirement: The permittee shall implement ongoing activities for
public involvement through mechanisms such as advisory councils, watershed
associations, committees, participation on rate structures, stewardship
programs, and environmental related activities. The permittee shall also
implement a process to facilitate opportunities for direct action, education,
and volunteer programs such as storm drain stenciling, urban stream cleanup,
and volunteer monitoring.
Public involvement and participation has been vital in controlling litter
throughout Chickasaw. The City of Chickasaw utilizes local organizations to
involve their citizens in improving the water through several organized
activities. The persons primarily responsible for storm water public
involvement/participation are City employees from multiple departments.
The following BMP’s regarding Public Involvement/Participation were
implemented during the reporting period of October 2012 to March 2014:
A. Beautification Program/Clean-Up Events
To assist with controlling litter the City participates in the Keep Mobile
Beautiful Program, the Coastal Clean-Up Program, and an annual nonhazardous waste/garbage collection day called “Clean Sweep” for city
residents at no extra charge. This year the Big Fall Clean Sweep was
combined with the Coastal
Clean-up.
The City
provided five drop off
locations and encouraged
their residents to clean up
their waterways, garages,
sheds, yards, and back
alleys by bringing their
old junk, scrap metal,
appliances, tree limbs,
yard debris and old tires to
these drop locations. The
City properly disposes of
these items at a permitted landfill. The City notified their residents of the
“Clean Sweep” event with notices in utility bills, newsletters, and flyers in
the City Hall. The 2012 event was held in September and the City
collected 160 tires and approximately 3,000 lbs of trash. The 25th Annual
Coastal Clean-Up encourages volunteers to bring their boat, canoe, kayak
etc. and help clean up the waterways. The event took place at 27 sites in
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Mobile and Baldwin Counties. Necessary supplies are provided at
registration. The Coastal Clean-up encouraged attendance by providing
free t-shirts and a pair of gloves.

The Big Fall Clean Sweep collected 160 tires and approx. 3000 lbs of trash.

B. Chickasaw Community Patrol
The Chickasaw Community Patrol is a volunteer citizen group that
monitors the streets of Chickasaw day and night looking for any issues
that the City needs to address. These issues include break-ins, burglars,
flooded streets, street repairs, littered streets, overgrown vegetation, etc.
During this reporting period, the Community Patrol submitted reports of
drainage stoppage due to tree limbs or leaves. Once the volunteers report
any issues to the City docket, it is determined whether the police should
get involved immediately or if a work order should be initiated.
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4.3

Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination (IDDE)
Permit Requirement: The Permittee must develop an SWMP that includes an
ongoing program to detect and eliminate illicit discharges into the Permittee’s
small MS4, and improper disposal, including spills not under the purview of
another responding authority, into the MS4 owned or operated by the
Permittee, to the maximum extent possible.
The City of Chickasaw responds to illicit discharges and continues to inspect,
investigate, and enforce violations. In July 2013, the City of Chickasaw hired
an Environmental Officer for the purpose of assisting with investigations and
responses to complaints of potential illegal discharges. The role of the
Environment Officer will be reviewed in the preparation of the revised Storm
Water Management Plan (SWMP) required for the Phase II MS4 permit.
There were no citations issued during this reporting period for illicit
discharges.
The City has in place ordinances that provide enforcement measures to assure
compliance with their SWMP. Article II of Ordinance 1540 makes it
unlawful for any person, firm, or corporation to allow any liquid to run
continuously into the streets and the storm drain system or to discharge a
pollutant to the City’s storm water system that will have a deleterious impact
on the environment, with the exception of discharges covered by an NPDES
permit. Article II also authorizes the City to enter the grounds of any facility
suspected of an illicit discharge; the City has the authority to halt and to be
reimbursed for the ceasing of a discharge from a facility that is suspected of
being harmful to human health or the environment.
Article III of Ordinance 1540 makes it unlawful to release or threaten release
of hazardous materials into the environment or to transport, store, and offer to
transport any hazardous materials unless such material is properly packaged,
marked, and accompanied by proper documentation. Any expenses incurred
by the City as a result of an emergency action for the release or threatened
release of hazardous materials will be reimbursed by the person or entity
responsible for the release.
The City of Chickasaw implements the following BMP’s to detect and
eliminate illicit discharges:
A. Illicit Discharge Response
The Chief Building Official responds to illicit discharge complaints and
keeps records of the complaints and the activities taken for response
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including issuing tickets if needed. No illicit discharge complaints were
received during this reporting period.
B. Dry Weather Screening
Routine dry weather screening is handled by the City’s Drainage
Department. Field screening locations were selected based upon their
proximity to major stream systems, drainage basins, and urban
development. Field screening stations were examined during dry
conditions to verify that flow exists only during rainfall events. The major
outfall and the ten field screening locations were reviewed for evidence of
illicit discharges during the permit period. No illicit discharges were
noted during these inspections.
The City’s Phase II permit does not require monitoring therefore no water
sampling data was collected. The City’s one major outfall discharges into
Chickasaw Creek which is listed on the 2012 Alabama §303(d) List for
impaired waterways. The listed cause for the impairment is an elevated
concentration of the metal Mercury from atmospheric deposition.
Table 4.3 on the following page is a list of the field screening locations
and the major outfall site. These locations are also shown on the map in
Appendix D.
C. Handling of Spills
The Chickasaw Police Department has developed and implemented a
Procedural General Order (PGO) for the reporting and handling of
hazardous and/or toxic materials spills and incidents. Public Service
Officers are first responders trained in hazardous materials and their
containment. The City has mutual aid agreements with the City of Mobile
and the City of Chickasaw Fire Departments which includes their Haz-Mat
units. Also, the City of Saraland is home to HazMat 6, a statewide HaMat
team that is able to respond to both large and small incidents within the
City of Chickasaw. There were no spills reported during the permit
period.
The Public Safety Department (PSD) of the City has made a concerted
effort to insure that the PSD is ready to respond to manmade or natural
disasters. The PSD strives to maintain a strong working relationship with
Federal and State agency, local EMA, and surrounding municipalities.
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Screening
Sites

Location

GPS Coordinates

MO-1

Sam Rawls Gazebo @ Chickasaw Creek loading
dock near US 43 Bridge Crossing

FS-1

500 Viaduct Rd @ Arc Terminals @ Railroad
Track

FS-2

South end of Howell Street near UOP Gate 3
sign located just pass the railroad and Southern
St. next to 15 mph signage.

30o 45’ 39.92 N
88o 04’ 16.851 W

FS-3

Intersection of Thompson Dr. & Hopi Dr. (2nd
drain, east side) A.O. Smith Water & HeaterEddins Plumbing Inc.

30o 45’ 48.374 N
88o 05’ 18.634 W

FS-4

1002 Thompson Blvd at bridge crossing across
from Central Electrical Substation

30o 45’ 39.786 N
88o 05’ 53.673 W

FS-5

Intersection of Fox Ave and 9th Avenue

30o 45’ 33.709 N
88o 05’ 34.805 W

FS-6

North end of Mauvilla Drive South, adjacent to I65 bridge

30o 46’ 20.398 N
88o 05’ 41.933 W

FS-7

Hillsdale Drive across from 507 Hillsdale Drive

30o 46’ 23.728 N
88o 05’ 17.909 W

FS-8

Drop inlets at 220/222 Casche Circle

30o 46’ 49.897 N
88o 05’ 07.803 W

FS-9

Drop inlets at 312 Idlewood

30o 46’ 40.039 N
88o 05’ 13.657 W

FS-10

Across from 321 Grant Avenue just west of Craft
Hwy

30o 46’ 03.057 N
88o 04’ 33.510 W

30o 46’ 54.839 N
88o 04’ 24.787 W
30o 45’ 48.680 N
88o 03’ 43.322 W

TABLE 4.3 - DRY WEATHER SCREENING LOCATIONS
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4.4

Construction Site Storm Water Runoff Control
Permit Requirement: Within 730 days from the effective date of coverage
under this permit, all Permittees must develop, implement, and enforce a
program to reduce, to the maximum extent practicable, pollutants in any
storm water runoff to the regulated MS4 from qualifying construction sites.
The City of Chickasaw requires submission of all potential construction
project plans to the City Building Inspector for review to ensure compliance
with the City’s SWMP. The City requires Best Management Practices
(BMP’s) for all construction projects per ADEM regulations. Once a permit
is obtained, the builder must request inspections during different stages of
construction. Inspectors generally visit each site several times during the
construction process. These multiple inspections allow a city inspector to
ensure compliance with the city codes which includes storm water
management.
The City of Chickasaw has in place an ordinance that provides enforcement
measures for reducing, to the maximum extent practicable, pollutants in any
storm water runoff from construction sites. Article IV of Ordinance 1540
requires contractors with projects that include land-disturbing activities of two
or more acres must submit a construction site storm water management plan to
the City Building Inspector for review and approval. For those landdisturbing activities that involve two acres or less, a simplified storm water
management plan must be developed and followed during construction.
Additionally, the City confirms that the ADEM NPDES permit for land
disturbing activities for one acre or more has been obtained. The Ordinance
also outlines the required components of the storm water management plan, in
addition to examples of structural and nonstructural storm water management
facilities. Storm water management plans can be rejected by the city building
inspector if they incorporate structures and facilities that will demand
considerable maintenance, will be difficult to maintain, or utilize numerous
small structures if other alternatives are physically possible.
Residential construction requires a minimum of five (5) inspections, while
commercial construction requires seven (7) inspections. The City approved
11 new residential sites, for a total of 55 inspections, and 2 new commercial
sites, for a total of 14 inspections, during this reporting period. No citations
for improper storm water management were issued for any of the sites.

________________________________________________________________________
City of Chickasaw
18
MS4 Annual Report
March 2014

4.5

Post-Construction Storm Water Management in New Development and
Redevelopment
Permit Requirement: Post-Construction Storm Water Management refers to
activities that take place after construction occurs, and includes structural
and non-structural controls to obtain permanent storm water management
over the life of the property’s use. All Permittees must implement the
requirements of Part III.B.5 within 730 days from the effective date of
coverage.
Within the City of Chickasaw’s Ordinance 1540 are guidelines for postconstruction storm water management. Appendix A includes a very extensive
list of requirements for storm water management plans that are to be
submitted to the City Building Inspector for land-disturbing activities
disturbing more than two acres. The following are some of the requirements
related to post-construction storm water management:
a. The location of temporary and permanent vegetative and structural storm
water management control measures.
b. Storm water management plans shall include designation of all easements
needed for inspection and maintenance of the drainage system and storm
water management facilities
c. To improve the water quality aspects of the drainage system, the storm
water management plan shall include best management practices to
control the water quality of the runoff during the land-disturbing activities
and during the life of the development.
d. Construction and design details for structural controls.
Ordinance 1540 also requires responsible parties to calculate the impact that
their land disturbing activities will have on the City’s drainage capacity and to
implement controls if the analysis shows that the quantity of water generated
during storm flows by the development will negatively impact the City’s
drainage capacity or downstream property. The City Building Inspector may
then require the following:


Water surface profiles plotted for the conditions of pre- and postdevelopment for a 10-year design storm.
 Water surface profiles plotted for the conditions of pre- and postdevelopment for the 100-year design storm.
 Elevations of all structures potentially damaged by 10- and 100-year
flows.
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Appropriate storm water management facilities are required by the City based
on the findings of these profiles and evaluations. The City reviews any
reported flood/drainage problems and takes appropriate action based on the
severity of the problem.
The City of Chickasaw will review these requirements as part of the Storm
Water Management Plan (SWMP) submittal and develop the necessary
procedures to meet the new Phase II permit requirements.
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4.6

Pollution Prevention/Good Housekeeping for Municipal Operations
Permit Requirement: The Permittee must develop and implement a program
for pollution prevention/good housekeeping for municipal operations.
The City of Chickasaw’s Public Works Department is primarily responsible
for the City’s operation and maintenance program. The City employs the
following BMP’s to prevent or reduce pollutant runoff from municipal
operations:
A. Structural Controls Maintenance
The City of Chickasaw’s structural controls include storm drains, three (3)
detention ponds, and storm water pumps. One detention pond is located
between Sutherland Drive and Spruce Drive in the middle of the city. The
other two ponds are located on
the east side of the City near
the Tensaw River and are used
as treatment pods for sewer.
Also located in that area is a
300 acre site used for storm
water runoff; the storm water
then travels along a 1.5 mile
canal to a drainage pump
house that contains two (2)
pumps that are capable of
pumping 20,000 GPM into Storm water pumps in drainage pump house
the Tensaw River.
The City cleans and removes debris from all drains as necessary in order
to maintain proper drainage. The Public Works Department maintains a
regular inspection and maintenance schedule. Weekly progress logs are
filed in the Public Works Director’s office. Storm inlets and detention
ponds are inspected at least once every three months and all necessary
maintenance is performed. Also, elements of the drainage system are
inspected before and after heavy rains and repairs are performed as
needed. The City cleans the debris that accumulates on the screens at the
storm water pumps as needed to maintain proper operation. The City
completed pump repairs, ditch cleaning, and miscellaneous repairs during
the reporting period at a cost of $15,000. Planned future projects include a
drainage repair at 12th Avenue at an estimated cost of $650,000 and ditch
repair on Grant Street, with an estimated cost of $1,750,000.
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B. Roadway Maintenance
To the fullest extent possible, the construction of public streets, roads and
highways under the jurisdiction and control of the City are designed to
follow natural ridgelines. By using this design, disruption of existing
grades and natural drainage areas are minimized. Natural drainage ways
are maintained, preserved, and utilized in road design. In order to
minimize the possibility of potential pollutant releases, road repairs are
performed to the extent practicable during the dry season.
The Chickasaw Public Works Department performs smaller roadway
maintenance projects, while larger projects are designed by local
engineering firms or accomplished through Mobile County “Pay As You
Go” programs. Ten (10) street overly projects were completed for a cost
of $275,000 under the “Pay As You Go” program. Additionally, two
street overlay projects were completed through a Community
Development Block Grant (CDBG) at a cost to the City of $125,000. The
“Safe Route to Schools” project at a cost of $180,000 is currently
underway and consists of piping, inlets, and a five (5) ft. sidewalk along
Kansas Street.
The City has a street sweeper which is utilized on an as-needed basis.
Typically this correlates to quarterly use for the traveled roadways in the
City of Chickasaw. The City
also
cleans
the
major
roadways before and after
City events such as the
Christmas parade and the
Clean Sweep. Additionally
the street sweeper will be used
when large construction trucks
inadvertently lose materials
such as dirt or following a
large storm event.
City of Chickasaw Street Sweeper

B. Yard/Right-of-Way/Municipal Maintenance
The City of Chickasaw has an Ordinance for regulation of unsightly
growth on residential and commercial properties. This assists with
maintaining proper storm water drainage throughout the City within
natural lined ditches by reducing the excessive vegetation growth that
impedes the flow of storm water through the ditches. The City’s
ordinance also makes it unlawful to for any person to place, throw, or
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dump leaves, tree limbs, trash, rubbish, lumber, bricks, or other obstacles
in the ditches, streets and gutters of the City. An Ordinance on Nuisances
makes it unlawful to store or keep on the premises any scrap iron, junk,
wrecked vehicles, or unsightly debris within the city limits. Public Works
Department personnel are always on alert for unsightly debris. Improperly
disposed tires on residential property are particularly common; these tires
are collected and stockpiled by personnel throughout the year and hauled
to a permitted landfill approximately twice a year.
The City also sprays rights-of-way and ditch shoulders on an as-needed
basis utilizing an ADEM approved herbicide. The herbicide is sprayed by
qualified Maintenance Personnel with training on acceptable types of
approved chemicals and their applications and quantities. Typically the
growing season is from spring to fall and the herbicides are sprayed
approximately every six (6) to eight (8) weeks during this time.
The City of Chickasaw is committed to cleaning their parks after every
sporting event, cookouts, and concerts by removing litter and inspecting
the facilities, including site drainage, to ensure they are in working
condition. The City also does weekly cleaning of each of the parks during
its active season.
The Public Works Department also receives assistance through a work
release program. Up to five (5) workers are utilized weekly to assist with
general cleaning and maintenance.
C. Sanitary Sewer Overflow Prevention
Through an ongoing review of the sanitary sewer system infrastructure,
various pipe replacements and pump station repairs are completed as
needed. Activities in these areas are in an effort to reduce sewer
overflows and inflow/infiltration. During this reporting period, The City
cleaned and videoed approximately 12,000 linear feet of sanitary sewer
mains at an approximate cost $15,490.80. Other projects include
Insituform pipe lining and open-cut repairs throughout the city for total of
$14,600.
The Utilities Board of the City of Chickasaw (Board) owns and operates a
1.5 million gallon per day (MGD) facultative lagoon system used for
wastewater treatment. In order to consistently meet the total suspended
solids (TSS) and carbonaceous biological oxygen demand (cBOD) permit
limits, the Board implemented a treatment improvement project that
included the installation of a dissolved air floatation (DAF) system for the
purpose of algae removal from the lagoon effluent. Implementation of this
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project has resulted in a reduction in the effluent TSS and cBOD
concentrations. With the DAF in operation, the average effluent TSS and
BOD concentrations will consistently meet or exceed the permit
concentration and percent removal limits, thus improving the water quality
of the receiving stream, Chickasaw Creek. Total cost of the DAF
construction was approximately $530,000.
A total of three (3) Sanitary Sewer Overflows (SSO’s) were reported
during this reporting period.
The overflows were attributed to
inflow/infiltration during heavy rain events. All SSO’s were promptly
addressed by the Sewer Department and reported in accordance with
ADEM guidelines.
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5.0

SUMMARY
This report includes a history and overview of the City of Chickasaw’s MS4 Program,
screening results and locations, and a review of the programs elements and activities.
The City has implemented and performs the EPA recommended program elements as
part of their ADEM MS4 Permit. The intent of the program is to reduce pollutants in
storm water that is discharged from the storm water system and to prevent the
degradation of receiving streams. The receiving stream for the City of Chickasaw is
Chickasaw Creek which is listed on the 2012 Alabama §303(d) List for impaired
waterways. The listed cause for the impairment is an elevated concentration of the
metal Mercury from atmospheric deposition.
The City of Chickasaw will continue to focus on storm water management and look
for ways to enhance their current program. By June 2014, the City will submit a
Storm Water Management Plan (SWMP) as required by the new Phase II permit.
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